THE DEFENCE OF THE EMPIRE
for their stomachs and clothes for their backs are not
ensured by methods which will take into account the
rights of the strong as well as those of the weak, the
strong will settle the matter according to their own
views.
In other words, the remedy for imperialism is not
nationalism, which threatens to Balkanise the world,
but internationalism, which, be it noted, is not the
denial of nationalism but its orderly organisation, the
limitation of its rights in the same way that in any
civilised society the right of the individual must be
made subject to the general interest in order that the
individual can live at all.
A nationalist said the other day with reference to
the 'imperialist oppressions', that 'an invader has no
rights except to be expelled'. And he implied that
there was no statute of limitations. The British in
India were invaders and the numbers of years that
have passed since the invasion had, he added, nothing
to do with it But they are not the only invaders in
India, and if the other invaders, whose invasion goes
back a Htde further, are also to be expelled, then the
other Indians-North American-might ask the
Whites to evacuate Manitoba, or Ontario, or Massa-
chusetts, or for that matter New York, If one takes
a fairly long sweep in historical retrospect, it is impos-
sible to say who is the invader and who is the
aborigine. There are many areas in which different
'nations* live in the same street, and have lived for
centuries.